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About Community Development Authority
Community Development Authority (CDA) was founded by a decree 
of H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and 
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, in July 2008. CDA is 
responsible for setting up and developing a framework for social 
development. CDA is responsible for the overall supervision to achieve 
social sector outputs, and provide the provisions of social services in 
order to create an integrated and e�icient management system for the 
development of social services in the Emirate. This includes the 
preparation, execution and supervision of comprehensive strategic plans, 
and proposing legislation related to social services to improve the 
outputs of the social development sector. CDA is also responsible for 
spreading awareness about human rights.

Our Vision
Dubai, an inspiring model of community well-being and national identity.

Our Mission
To continuously elevate social standards, through an integrated system 
of policies and quality services for everyone.



Hi, I’m Hamad.
And I’m Sarah.

We are going to help you 
learn all about children’s rights.



Children’s rights are 
the rights of every child 

under 18 years.



With my mother and father. Why are you asking?Don’t you live withyour parents?

I have the right to stay with my family or
any others who take care of me.

I live with
my uncle and aunt.

They treat me
like their own daughter.



I have the right to communicate in my own language.

I can see many

children who do not

speak Arabic.

I agree. My grandfather makessure to speak with me onlyin Arabic, so that I get 
good practice.



I have the right to get adequate nutritious
foods and clean drinking water.

Can I have 
some of your 

dates?
Sure, my mother 

always packs 
me lots of 

healthy snacks.

She says they will 
make me big and strong.

I am going to ask myaunt to put fruits andvegetables for tomorrow.



I have the right to receive healthcare.

Why were you  not at school  yesterday?

I was unwell. My uncle took me to the doctor and now I feel better.

My parents always 
make sure I get help 

when I am sick.



I am looking 
forward to our 

International Day.

Me too, I enjoy 
seeing all of our 
friends in their 
national dress.

I have the right to maintain my nationality,
name and family relations.



It is my right to get the right care whether
I am a healthy human or a person with disability.

Did you see
people installing 

new ramps today? 
What are they for?

It’s for the new student 
who will be joining us. 
He uses a wheelchair 
and cannot use the 

normal stairs.

I think it is so great

to support his 

independence.



I have the right to engage in play and recreational activities.

My uncle is takingme to the park!What about you?

We are all going
to the zoo.

My family plans so
many nice activities!



I have the right to keep myself safe and refuse
negligence by others.

 I am going to make sure
that everyone in the car 
buckles up before we go
anywhere from now on.



I have the right to learn.

My little sister will be
joining school

next year. What grade?

She’s in primary.

My mother says it is

important to get

a good education to 

accomplish our dreams.



I have the right to get protection from any action that
threatens my health or hinders my education and growth.

My aunt says she feels betterknowing that I’ve reached schoolsafe. Plus, we enjoyour morning chats!

Even thoughwe live a minute awayfrom school, my auntmakes sure to
walk me.



I have the right to perform my customs and traditions.

For Eid every year, 

our whole family 

gets together. 

Mine too! It is part
of our culture

and traditions.

I love Eid holidays;

celebrations are just

awesome.



It is my right to express my views and opinions freely.

Great job on that 
speech you gave 

today!



I have the right not to be used as a soldier.

I am going through 
pictures of soldiers. Do 

you think I can go to the 
army as well?

We can work when
we reach the legal age, 
because as children we 

cannot handle work 
pressure.

I hope I can be
a lieutenant,

or a sea captain.

You have to
wait for the legal age to

apply - 18 years old.



I have the right not to be used for labour.

Why can’t I work now?

My uncle says I need 
to concentrate on getting a
good education and enjoy
being young. Because we 

will work when we grow up.

I think you are right, because if
I worked now, I would not be able

to go to school to learn and
accomplish my dreams.



I have the right to get protection from all kinds of
harms and abuses, physically or psychologically.

Did you hear about 
what happened

to Nasser?

I am so happy that
Nasser will be ok now!

He was bullied and
called CDA’s Child 

protection Centre for 
help. He is fine now.

What?



I have the right to benefit from social security according to law.

And why did he
get this card?

My little brother
has the Sanad Card

for people with disability
and he gets

many benefits.

Because it is one
of his rights to get

privileges that help
him in his daily life.

Expiry Date :



I have the right to enjoy a decent life.I have the right to enjoy a decent life.

I love my uncle and aunt 

because they make sure 

to give me the best 

education, health and 

happiness.



Conclusion
Children’s rights can be defined as the rights of every child under the age of 18, and 
they can be summarised as below:

• The right to live with family or others that take care of you.
• The right to communicate in your own language.
• The right to adequate nutritious food and clean water.
• The right to receive healthcare.
• The right to a nationality, name and family relations.
• The right to access proper care as a healthy human or a person with disability.
• The right to engage in play and recreational activities.
• The right to safety and to refuse negligence by others.
• The right to learn.
• The right to get protection from any action that threatens your health or hinders 

education and growth.
• The right to perform customs and traditions.
• The right to express opinions and views freely.
• The right not to be used as a soldier.
• The right not to be used for labor.
• The right to protection from all kinds of harm and abuses, physically

or psychologically. 
• The right to benefit from social security according to the law.
• The right to enjoy a decent life.

This booklet was prepared in accordance to some of the provisions of the 
Convention on the Rights of Child, adopted and opened for signature, approval 
and accession by General Assembly Resolution 44/25 of November 20, 1989 and 
endorsed by the United Arab Emirates on March 1, 1997.


